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OUR MISSION
The Cortland Youth Bureau will provide our community the 
opportunity to participate in a wide variety of recreational 
and educational programs. We will strive to provide the 
highest quality programs and facilities that meet the needs of 
the diverse communities it serves. It is our desire to combine 
a positive environment with a rewarding experience.

OUR VISION
We will enhance healthy and active lifestyles while connecting 
more people to parks, programs and youth services. We 
will do this through stewardship of public resources and by 
providing programs and spaces to fulfill unmet needs.
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PROGRAM REGISTRATION & FACILITY RESERVATIONS
All CYB program registration and facility reservations takes place 
on-line at cortlandyb.recdesk.com. To register or reserve a facility 
log on (first time users must create an account), select your program 
or facility and follow the steps listed on your screen. RecDesk 
accepts all major credit cards and is available on any PC, tablet, or 
smartphone. View all facility availability calendars and reserve on-
line!

PARENTS & PARTICIPANTS
Our programs are provided for the fun and enjoyment of all who 
participate. Parents and participants are expected to exhibit 
appropriate behavior at all times. It is the expectation of the CYB 
that participants and spectators will show respect to all participants, 
volunteers, and staff. 
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FACILITY RESERVATIONS
Reservations must be completed for picnic facilities, 
buildings, and athletic fields by completing the on-line 
reservation form. For your outdoor event, consider one 
of the Youth Bureau’s picnic facilities:

YAMAN, SUGGETT, & BEAUDRY PARK FACILITIES:
• Can accommodate 100-150 people
• Equipped with tables, grills, chairs, and rest rooms
• Price: $75 for city residents, $100 for non-city residents
 *A security deposit of $100 is required for
               Suggett & Beaudry

DEXTER PARK, BEAUDRY PARK, YAMAN PARK CABANAS:
• Smaller shelters. First come, first serve basis

GYM RESERVATIONS
Located off Greenbush Street, this facility is available for recreational use, mainly basketball and volleyball. 
Reservations must be made on the City Youth Bureau website by a responsible individual at least 21 years of 
age. Cost: $30 for a two hour time slot. A $25 deposit is required for the key. 

JIM PARTIGIANONI SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Scholarships are available for resident individuals of 
all ages, who, for financial reasons, would otherwise 
be unable to participate in Cortland Youth Bureau 
programs. Scholarships apply only to in-house 
programs, not including field trips. Interested 
individuals should contact our office or pick up a 
scholarship form at the CYB office.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 
The CYB encourages individuals of all abilities 
to participate in our programs. We will assist by 
providing the necessary support and/or resources to 
allow for optimal participation. These arrangements 
can be made by calling the CYB office at least two 
weeks in advance of the respective program(s). 

PHOTO DISCLAIMER
Registrants and participants of programs and special 
events automatically permit taking photos and videos 
of themselves and their children during any and all 
CYB activities for publication in the program guide, 
website, social media, and additional promotional 
users as the Youth Bureau deems necessary. CYB 
photos are provided by Darl Zehr Photography. 

THE EARLY BIRD GETS THE WORM
If you would like to participate in one of our programs 
please register well in advance of the registration 
deadline. If the program has reached the maximum 
enrollment, your name will be placed on a waiting 
list. You will be notified via email or phone of any 
openings. Late fees may apply to any registration 
accepted after the deadline. 

Cortland Youth Bureau

BEAUDRY PARK
Scammel Street

2 Basketball Courts
2 Softball Fields
Baseball Field

Playground
Rec Building

DEXTER PARK
Elm Street

1 Basketball Court
1 Softball Field
2 Tennis Courts

Playground
Rec Building

SUGGETT PARK
Homer Avenue

2 Basketball Courts
Rotary Shelter
Wickwire Pool

Splash Pad
Inclusive Playground

Rec Building

YAMAN PARK
Kennedy Parkway
1 Basketball Court

Playground
Skate Park
Beach Area

Pavilions

COURTHOUSE PARK
Church Street

Concerts
Festivals

Outdoor Movies

Youth Center: 35 Port Watson Street, Cortland, New York 13045 • Phone: 607-753-3580
Open: Monday - Thursday 3:00-8:00pm, Friday’s 3:00-9:00pm. Check calendar for Saturday hours.



TRAVEL REC SOCCER LEAGUE
This is an instructional program for boys and girls in 
1st through 6th grade. Participants will learn soccer 
fundamentals, lead up skills, drills and play games. 
Players will be put into teams based on grade level. 
Cost: $30 for city residents, $40 for non city residents. 
Games will be held on Saturday mornings in Cortland, 
Tully, DeRuyter, Fabius, and Lafayette starting 
September 14 through October 19. Coaches will 
contact players about practice schedules. Practices 
will be held at Beaudry Park. All players must have 
shin guards. 

Grade Level Practices & Games
1st & 2nd Grade (co-ed) Saturday games at 9am or 

10am. 1 practice per week 
based on coaches schedule. 

3rd & 4th Grade (co-ed) Saturday games at 10am or 
11am. 2 practices per week, 
based on coaches schedule.

5th & 6th Grade (separate 
boys and girls teams)

Saturday games at 11am or 
12pm. 2 practices per week, 
based on coaches schedule.

SHIN GUARD & CLEAT SWAMP
Do you have shin guards or cleats (soccer, football, or 
baseball) that you don’t need or don’t fit anymore? 
Bring them to the CYB office and you can swap them 
out for the ones that fit or leave them for someone 
who needs them. 

FALL ATHLETICS
YOUTH FOOTBALL & CHEERLEADING
Football season is upon us. Our youth football and 
cheerleading programs will participate in the Route 
81 travel league this fall. The football league has a 
flag division (grades K, 1, & 2), junior tackle division 
(grades 3 & 4), and senior tackle division (grades 5 & 
6). There will be a pre-season scrimmage the week 
of September 7th and games start the weekend of 
September 14th with games being held on Saturday 
mornings. This league plays games against Homer, 
Groton, the Apple Valley Timberwolves, and crossover 
games with Southern Tier and FLYFCL League Teams. 
Cheerleading has a junior division (grades 3 & 4) and 
senior division (grades 5 and 6), where participants 
will learn basic cheerleading fundamentals including 
skills, cheers, and dance routines.

CORTLAND COUNTY
9/11 CEREMONY

The 9/11 memorial was installed and unveiled last 
year in Court House Park. This years ceremony 
will take place on September 11, 2019 at 8:30AM. 
Cortland City Police Chaplain Pastor Matthew Smith 
will be speaking along with retired Colonel Kevin 
Forney. Colonel Forney was a task force commander 
for over 800 soldiers deployed immediately after the 
attack on NYC. Colonel Forney was also in charge of 
providing security to nine airports and three power 
plants on top of all other key areas in the city. This 
year, we will be recognizing four individuals who 
lost their lives in the 9/11 attacks or post 9/11 
from carcinogens inhaled during rescue efforts. 
Each of these individuals have ties to the Cortland 
community, all of which have had bricks installed last 
year prior to the first ceremony. 



WRESTLING
Join the Cortland Youth Bureau wrestling program to 
learn basic techniques and fundamentals of wrestling. 
Practice sessions will be held on weekday evenings 
at the Cortland High School wrestling room. Our 
wrestling program is for youth in grades 1-6. Matches 
with other local wrestling clubs will be scheduled, 
and wrestlers can participate in the end of the year 
league tournament. Cost: $35 city residents and $45 
non city residents. Practices will begin early January 
through mid March, dates are TBA. Registration starts 
on-line November 1st through December 31st.

JOHN TOBIN YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE
The CYB Youth Basketball program format will change 
during the 2019-2020 season. Our program will have 
an instructional component and multiple divisions for 
league games. The new program will be offered to 
boys and girls in grades 1st - 6th. Grades 1st and 2nd 
will have an instructional clinic, grades 3rd through 
6th will include instructional skills and league games. 
Competition of league play will include games against 
surrounding communities.
Registration for the basketball program is on RecDesk 
and will be held from September 16th through 
October 25th. The program fee is $50 and will include 
a t-shirt or uniform. Practice sessions will begin in 
early November and games will start in January 2020. 
Practices will be held at local elementary schools and 
games will be played at the Cortland YMCA, YWCA, 
County Gym, and Cortland High School. The league 
is seeking knowledgeable basketball coaches and 
officials. Applications and background check forms are 
available at the CYB office.  

GREEK PEAK SKI & SNOWBOARD CLUB
Skiers and snowboarders come join the Cortland Youth 
Bureau’s after school ski club and enjoy Central New 
York’s largest ski center. Greek Peak offers over 40 
trails and 6 lifts for your skiing enjoyment. Program 
fliers and registration information will be available at 
the CYB office and the Cortland elementary schools in 
September. Skiers must provide a photo for ski pass. 
A ski bus will pick students up at Cortland elementary 
schools and return to Barry elementary. The six-week 
ski bus will be for students who purchased the after 
school package. Students with season passes will 
only be accommodated if seats on the bus exist after 
December 6. Online registration opens September 1 at 
sales.greekpeak.net. Transportation registration must 
be completed at cortlandyb.recdesk.com. Grade: 4th, 
5th, or 6th. Times: Wednesday’s 4:00-6:30pm. The 
program will start on January 8, 2020. 

Package On or before 
9/15

9/16 or after

Pass, 2 weeks traditional 
lessons, 4 weeks ABT

$156.00 $176.00

Pass, 2 weeks traditional 
lessons, 4 weeks ABT, 
rentals

$219.00 $239.00

YOUTH SPORTS
& PROGRAMS

FUN FOR TOTS
Give your child, between the ages of 1 and 5, the 
opportunity to interact with other children his or her 
age. Children under one year of age are welcome 
to come with their siblings at no charge. This is also 
a great opportunity for you to get to know other 
parents in the community. The group meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 10-11:30am and often meets 
at the County Office Building Gym to play with a 
wide variety of toys that are supplied by the CYB. 
The group also goes on field trips to different places 
in the community. The program begins on Monday, 
September 23 and will come to a close on Wednesday, 
June 3, 2020. Cost: $30 per child for city residents, 
$40 per child for non city residents. Registration will 
be ongoing throughout the program and will begin 
on-line on August 1.



56th ANNUAL 6th, 7th, & 8th GRADE SPELLING BEE
The Cortland Youth Bureau will sponsor the 56th Annual Spelling Bee for Cortland County’s 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students. The written phase of the Spelling Bee will be conducted on Wednesday, January 22 at 3:30pm 
at the Cortland High School LGI Room. The top sixteen students from the written phase of the spelling bee will 
become the semi-finalists in the oral phase of the spelling bee held on February 5. Each semi-finalist will receive 
a Webster’s dictionary with their name imprinted as a remembrance of their spelling for the 2019 Cortland 
County Spelling Bee. The final round will be held on February 26. All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students residing in 
Cortland County are eligible to take part in the Spelling Bee. The winner of the spelling bee will receive a laptop 
computer or an $800 college savings fund. Parents should encourage their students to participate.

CYB Offices: 35 Port Watson Street, Cortland, New York 13045 • Phone: 607-753-3021
Open: Monday - Friday 8:30am until 4:30pm          Website: cortlandyb.recdesk.com

EASTER EGG HUNT
The CYB and the Easter Bunny will host this year’s Egg Hunt at Suggett Park on Saturday, April 4, 2020 at 
10:00am. There will be a rain date of Sunday, April 5 at 2:00pm. Any youth 10 and under are welcome to 
join the hunt! Suggett Park will be split into sections for children in four different age groups. Over 4,000 
eggs will be filled with candy and prize tickets. There will also be a grand prize egg in each section to be 
redeemed for a new scooter or bike! Hunters should bring their own baskets to collect eggs in. Visit the 
Easter Bunny, have your face painted, and enjoy the pony rides and entertainment.

US LACROSSE TRYLAX CLINIC
US Lacrosse and the CYB have teamed up to sponsor a TryLax clinic for boys and girls ages 6-13 years old. TryLax 
is a 90 minute, introductory lacrosse experience for kids who have never played before, but are thinking they 
might want to. The clinic will be conducted by US Lacrosse trained coaches from the local community, in an effort 
to connect you with a program in your area.
The clinic will be held on Saturday, October 5 from 10:30am until noon at the Cortland High School Turf. Register 
at the CYB website cortlandyb.recdesk.com. First 50 players registered will receive a stick, swaxlax ball, and 
become a member of US Lacrosse. Clinic fee is $35.

HS BOYS LACROSSE CLINIC
Cortland State Cradle of Coaches Legends will conduct a High 
School Clinic for boys in grades 7-12. University of Denver head 
coach Bill Tierney and players will lead the clinic. Clinic will 
be held on Saturday, October 5 from 11:00am until 1:00pm. 
Players interested in participating must register online at 
cortlandyb.recdesk.com. The fee is $35.



THANK YOU
The Cortland Youth Bureau is proud to report to the community that we continue to deliver hundreds 
of programs and services to local children, teens, adults, and families. Our gratitude goes to interested 
businesses in the community, generous private donors, and local foundations who continue to find the 

resources to help support us financially in 2018 through donations and program sponsorship. 
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CORTLANDYOUTH CENTER
35 Port Watson Street, Cortland • Phone: 607-753-3580 • Facebook: Cortland Youth Center

Monday - Thursday 3:00-8:00pm • Fridays: 3:00-9:00pm
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month: 7:00-10:00pm • All other Saturdays: 1:00-5:00pm

A Special Thank you to the New York State Office of Children & Family Services for helping sponsor the Youth 
Services Division.

YOUTH SERVICES
The Youth Services division of the 
Cortland Youth Bureau promotes 
positive youth development by 
providing recreational, cultural, 
and educational opportunities 
for teens and pre-teens.  Staff 
members also offer informal 
counseling and referrals to 
other service agencies in the 
community.  Overall, the multi-
faceted program encourages kids 
to engage in productive behaviors, 
establish healthy beliefs, and 
maintain clear standards for 
themselves and their peers.   
This holistic approach to youth 
development helps our young 
people build the assets they need 
to carry them into adulthood. 

YOUTH CENTER OPPORTUNITIES
Our staff work hard to ensure that we 
offer something for everyone at the 
Youth Center.  Many of the ideas for 
our programs come from teens and 
their parents.  If you have an idea of 
a program or event that you would 
like to see offered in Cortland please 
share it with us.  We strive to offer 
relevant and exciting programming 
for all youth in our community.

CYB YOUTH CENTER
Located in downtown Cortland at 
35 Port Watson Street, the Youth 
Center offers a huge variety of 
programs and events for young 
people:    Field trips, game 
tournaments, tutoring, guest 
speakers, music lessons, artwork, 
craft projects, cooking classes, free 
dinners, job-search assistance, 
volunteer opportunities, and 
more.  The facility itself is 
equipped with pool, ping-pong, 
and foosball tables; a full kitchen; 
a music room with guitars, amps, 
and a full drum-kit; a sound stage 
and DJ booth; and closets full of 
board games and craft supplies.  
There are always responsible, 
caring staff members on the 
premises to play games with you, 
help with your homework, or 
connect you with other service 
agencies if you need them.  For 
more information, give the Center 
staff a call at 753-3580.

AGE REQUIREMENTS
The Center welcomes 11-12 year 
olds or those in 5th and 6th grades 
to attend from 3-6pm on weeknights.  
Those 13-18 or in 7th-12th grades are 
welcome to attend the Center during 
all open hours.

HERE FOR EVERYONE
All of the Youth Services programs 
and activities can accommodate 
people with special needs.   Staff 
members are prepared to offer 
extra assistance if needed.    On 
field trips, every effort will be 
made to include all youths in 
activities, and open spots can 
be added to accommodate a 
trained professional assistant or 
caseworker.    Parents should feel 
free to discuss their child’s needs 
with Youth Center staff members.  

ON POINT FOR COLLEGE
On Point for College is an open enrollment program. They work with 
students interested in pursuing post secondary opportunities, including 
two and four year degrees, certificate, and training programs. On Point 
for College provides a comprehensive suite of services that allows them to 
meet their students wherever they are along their post-secondary journeys. 
For more information, talk to a Youth Center staff. 

L I K E  U S  O N  FA C E B O O K
@ C O R T L A N D Y O U T H C E N T E R



CALENDAR & NEWSLETTER
The Youth Center’s monthly activity calendar is always posted at 
the Center, but you can also have it mailed directly to your house. 
The calendar is printed and mailed around the first of every month 
and it lists all of the Center’s upcoming field trips, tournaments, 
concerts, fundraisers, etc. It also features information about 
special events, interesting people, and other community agencies 
that offer services for youth. Give the Center a call to get your 
name on the mailing list. The calendar is also posted on our 
website.  

OUR KITCHEN
If you like to cook (or if you just like to eat), then stop by the 
Youth Center on weeknights around supper time. Two or three 
times a week, we cook up a full dinner for all to enjoy. The meals 
are always free. Kids are welcome to help with cooking under the 
supervision of staff. We also offer a monthly Family Dinner Night, 
when parents, grandparents, and siblings can come to dinner as 
well.  The monthly Dinner Calendar is always posted online along 
with the activity calendar.   

VOLUNTEER INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Kids who do community service or help with events at the Youth 
Center can turn their time into money not cash, but discounts on 
the Centers field trip and program fees. For every hour a youth 
spends volunteering, the Center will take $4.00 off the price 
of a field trip or program.    Kids can use their service credits 
immediately or save them up for later use.  Credits earned and 
used are recorded in a logbook. For those interested in earning 
credits around town, a handy guide is available which lists the 
contact information for local agencies and businesses in need of 
volunteers.   

YOUTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
The Youth Center offers a paid 4-month 
internship program to kids 14 and older. The 
position involves in-house programming, 
event coordination, clerical tasks, and 
general assistance with daily operational 
chores. Everyone who applies will be 
interviewed (applicants 17 and under 
must have their working papers). The next 
internship session will begin in January, 
2020. Applications will be available at the 
Center early in December.    

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Every November, the Youth Center staff 
cooks a traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
for our kids and their families. The menu 
includes all your Thanksgiving favorites: 
Roast turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, hot 
rolls, fresh-baked pies, and more. There is no 
cost and all family members are welcome. 
This year, the Thanksgiving Dinner will be 
on Thursday, November 14th, at 5pm.  

DECEMBER HOLIDAY PARTY
Join us for the annual Youth Center 
Holiday Party as we remember a fun-filled 
year complete with friends and special 
memories. This Youth Center tradition will 
take place Thursday, December 19th at 
5pm.  The evening will be filled with great 
food and plenty of holiday cheer. Check out 
the December calendar for more details.  

Youth Center: 35 Port Watson Street, Cortland, New York 13045 • Phone: 607-753-3580
Open: Monday - Thursday 3:00-8:00pm, Friday’s 3:00-9:00pm. Check calendar for Saturday hours.



MUSIC LESSONS
Would you like to learn to play the guitar, bass, or drums?  
Local musicians Sean Tuohy and Sloane Treat provide 
weekly half-hour lessons in the fully equipped music 
room.  Reduced rates are available for students that are 
income eligible.  Donations of working stereo equipment 
and instruments are welcome, as well as monetary 
contributions for student scholarships.  The band room is 
available upon request for youth bands to rehearse.

SATURDAY BAND NIGHTS
There’s nothing like live music, and its here at the 
Youth Center once a month.  Our performers include 
metal and punk bands, classic rock cover bands, solo 
acoustic artists, and everything in between.  Doors 
open at 7:00pm; admission at only $3.00.  Band nights 
are open to teens only; a parent or legal guardian 
must accompany anyone under 13.  During the show, 
all the usual Youth Center fun – pool and foosball is 
still available.  Dates of the scheduled band nights 
will be posted In our monthly calendar.

CORTLAND PROM CLOSET 
We would like to say thank you to our local community members and businesses for all your continued support.  
Your donations make a huge impact on local youth and we are so grateful for you! If you have any dresses or 
accessories you would like to donate to the program please drop them off at the CYB office. We take donations 
year round!

GIRLS CIRCLE
Created for girls 9-18, Girls Circle focuses on creating 
a safe place for girls to express themselves in regards 
to the world around them and how they feel about 
it. Creating successful and meaningful relationships 
is also a main goal of the program. Sessions will meet 
weekly. Activities will be based on various topics and 
snacks will be provided. Please check out our monthly 
calendars or Youth Center Facebook page for details.

OPEN MIC NIGHT
Open mic nights are a great way for the kids to share 
their singing, song writing, and musical talent, and give 
their real world performing experience in front of the live 
audience. We have the microphone, stage, equipment 
and sound system for you to get up here and show us 
what you got!  Check out the monthly calendar for dates.

SYRACUSE CRUNCH & BINGHAMTON DEVILS GAMES
Every fall and winter, the Youth Center offers free 
field trips to our local professional hockey venues. 
These trips are open to kids age 13 (or in 7th grade) 
and up.  Watch the monthly calendar for dates and 
times.

MUSIC MATTERS
The Cortland Youth Center offers a program where 
students can loan out musical instruments for a 3-month 
period for FREE.  We currently have guitars, amps and 
electric keyboards. This program allows each student to 
not only learn the instrument but also decide if he/she 
would like to pursue playing it before actually purchasing 
one!



COMMUNITYPAGES

GUTCHESS LUMBER SPORTS COMPLEX
To reserve field time for games, tournaments 
or events at the new Gutchess Lumber Sports 
Complex please complete a facility request 
application. Facility request forms must be emailed 
to mcnerney@cortland.org. Complex fees and 
calendars can be viewed on the CYB website.

DOWNLOAD THE APP

HALLOWEEN PARADE
The Halloween Parade will be held on Thursday, October 
24th. Registration starts at 5:30 at the Elks Lodge, and 
parade line-up begins at 6:00 on Main Street. The parade 
will end at CRT. This years theme is Nightmare on Main 
Street. There will be a costume collection this year and all 
donations can be made to the Elks Lodge or Cortland Youth 
Bureau. 

JM McDONALD LITTLE EAGLES PROGRAMS
Programs for youth ages 18 months to 12 years. 
Little Eagles Mommy, Daddy & Me Soccer, Little 
Eagles Soccer, Little Eagles Field Hockey, Little Eagles 
Lacrosse, and Little Eagles Tennis. Information for 
all programs, including registration,  can be found 
on the JM McDonald Sports Complex website.  

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT THE YWCA CORTLAND
Gymnastic classes range from parent and tot classes 
for ages 1-2 to preschool gymnastics for ages 2-5, and 
beginner gymnastics for ages 5-12. Registration will 
run up until September 10.  Classes will run September 
10-October 17. We will also be running a Saturday 
Gymnastic Program. Classes run September 21 through 
October 12.

Swimming lessons range from waterbabies, parent 
and tot classes for ages 2-4, preschool swim lessons 
(ages 3-5), and Red Cross Swim lessons for levels 1-6.  
Registration runs until the week of September 9.  Classes 
are September 9-November 5.

Shido-kan karate classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
6:15-7:15 pm.  For ages 8-12. Registration will run up until 
September 10. Classes are September 10-November 5.

YMCA FALL PROGRAMS
Learn to swim at the YMCA and build confidence in the 
water. Lessons are available for ages 6 months through 
adult. All seven year olds get free lessons until their 8th 
birthday! 

Priceless Treasures Dance is held on Tuesday afternoons 
at the YMCA. Beginning ballet for ages 3-6 runs 4:30-
5:00p, Immediate ballet for ages 7-12 runs 5:00-5:45p, and 
advanced ballet for ages 13-18 runs from 5:45-6:45p.

Join CNY’s best swim team! The Stingers Swim Team runs 
September through April and is $450 for the year. A Cortland 
YMCA membership is required for all participants. 



THANKS FOR A GREAT SUMMER!

Cortland Youth Bureau
35 Port Watson Street
Cortland, New York 13045

 Mail To:


